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FEBRUARY  12,  1931. 


It  has  "been  said  tliat/  eve 


shadow  of  some  maji.  Oar 


ion  is  the  prolongation  of  the 


13  am\institution  is  a  prolongation  of  the 
shadows  of  such  major  figures  as  Washington,  Jefferson,  FrarJclin,  and  Lincoln 
intermixed  with  those  of  a  myriad  of  lesser  leaders.    We  can  "but  dimly  out- 
line even  the  principal  effects  of  any  one  person,  but  Ahraham  Lincoln  stands 
out  as  a  great  human  "being  in  whom  there  matured  and  ripened  those  innate 
qualities  most  of  us  feel  that  we  ■ojssess  to  some  degree. 

Some  men  strike  us  as  geniuses.     They  seem  horn  for  extraordinary 
achievement  in  art,  literature  or  war.    But  Lincoln  seems  to  us  as  one  of 
ordinary  mould  r^ho  was  formed  hy  hardship,   struggle,  discouragement,  self- 
discinline  and  human  service  into  a  rugged  yet  gentle  personification  of  the 
American  at  his  very  "best.     He  seems  close  to  us.     He  acts  for  us,  as  we 
would  like  to  act,  when  he  pats  the  soldier  hoy  on  his  drooping  shoulder  and 
sends  hiri  "back  erect  to  face  an  enemy's  fire,  instead  of  that  of  a  firing 
sQuad.     He  voices  our  deepest  emotions  at  C-^ftte^oTatirg.  He  softens  the  sorrow  of 
the  mother  who  has  lost  all  of  her  sons.     He  defends  his  fighting  generals  from 
petty  a'buse.     In  a  thousand  ways  he  does  common  things  in  an  uncommonly  effective 
W!5y.     They  a.^e  natural  and  sim'ole  and  yet  in  the  aggregate  they  are  super"b,  they 
gij.ide  a  loeople  through  civil  war,   they  hold  a  nation  together,  they  esta'blish 
the  Union,   they  hold  intact  the  greatest  experiment  in    government  "by  the 
peonle  in  the  history  of  man. 

In  his  life  we  see  the  harsh  struggle  of  the  American  pioneer^,  the 
constant  advance  in  spite  of  o"bstacles,  and  the  adaptation  to  new  developments. 
He  meets  new  Torohlems  with  constantly  changing  methods  hut  without  foregoing 


established  princi-oles.     Lincoln  was  President  when  the  first  great  adjustment 
was  made  from  the  agricultural,  provincial  and  local  to  the  economic,  the  indus- 
trial and  the  national.     He  saw  the  interrelation  of  economic  and  social 
questions.     He  thought  and  acted  nationally,  "but  in  harmony  with  each  human 
heart.    He  gradually  emerged  in  the  war  years  into  a  dominating  revered  leader. 
His  humor,  his  toleration,  his  patience,  his  willingness  to  face  realities,  his 
stern  dislike  of  sham,  his  suspicion  of  dogma,  his  directness  of  vision  and  will- 
ingness to  accept-  responsihility  and  assume  the  full  prerogatives  of  the  Execxitive 
Head  of  our  country,  carried  him  throiigh  and  held  the  country  together. 

Few  men  in  the  world's  history  have  disciiolined  and  educated  and  trained 
themselves  as  did  Lincoln.     As  a  hoy  the  picture  of  Lincoln  lying  on  the  floor 
hefore  a  great  fireplace  reading,  always  intrigiaed  my  imagination.     He  went  to 
school  to  himself  instead  of  to  a  teacher.     Perhaps  his  mystical  tendencies,  his 
dreaming,  made  him  seem  at  times  indolent  and  uninterested  "but  he  got  results. 
He  rose  su-oerior  to  repeated  disapx)ointments  and  setbacks.     There  was  the  steel 
of  stern  resolve,  the  drive  of  am'bition  and  the  check  of  conscience  in  his 
advancing  career. 

Lincoln  "believedin  education.    He  wanted  all  others  to  have  the  advantages 
he  had  lacked.     The  Lincoln  Memorial  University  was  set  going  in  the  mind  of  one 
of  his  friends  as  he  heard  Lincoln  tell  of  the  mountain  people  who  had  "been  left 
to  one  side  in  the  prairie  migration  of  the  American  nioneers.     Their  isolation, 
poverty  and  lack  of  schools  had  "been  x)art  of  his  life.     How  keen  would  be  his 
interest  today  in  those  who  even  at  this  date  can  neither  read  or  write. 

Youth  feels  and  asriires.     Heroes  become  goals.     In  this  confusing  day  of 
transition  and  rapid  c"ianges,  when  at  tir-ies  wealth  gji.-l  power  seem  Tjrodominant  and 
preeminent* how  fortaiaate  it  is  for  the  United  States  that  our  boys  a:Kl  girls  can 
have  before  them  such  eDcamples  as  George  Washington,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Benjamin 
Franlclin,  and  the  man  whoso  birthday  we  reverently  and  thanlifully  cGlcbrate  today- 
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